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WECO’s 100th Anniversary. What an amazing
accomplishment, as few companies can honestly say
they achieved. We and our products enable the world
to get connected through our innovative electric
connection solutions.

| joined WECO in 2012, more than nine years ago. |
remmember how | was welcomed back then, as if the
company was a big family. That feeling never went away.
This is the story of WECO. The story of a real family!

Since then, | was lucky enough to discover an
organization with plenty of beautiful stories. Stories of
success, challenges, transformation, and resilience as
it takes resilience to operate in our highly competitive
environment for 100 years.

This is due to the hard work and dedication of our
innovators, engineers, dedicated employees, and
suppliers. Our loyal customersand partners keep coming
back to our reliable products that keep their operations
running. All through our creative solutions, operating
excellence and customer service are top priorities.

Our products were used and are still used in multiple
industries that keep society running, such as medical
or pharmaceutical, which are industries we now need
more than ever.

With more than one thousand products in our portfolio,
we never run out of brilliant ideas. Which have shaped
the renewable energy market in all climates. We are part
of this legacy.

As a group, we will continue to connect globally for
another century. For our customers, we will continue to
use our success and passion to exceed their expectations
in creativity and high quality standards of products
and services. We will also keep building long-term
sustainable partnerships.

Today lam extremely proud tobe partofthisorganization
because it still allows me, after all this time, to further
develop my professional skills. Every day | work with
extraordinary people from Montreal, Germany, Tunisia,
Mexico, Brazil and Asia. Each organization constantly
outperforms itself. This allows me to learn and better
understand the different cultures that make up the
richness and strength of our success.

My story with WECO began in 1979 when | was
studying economics and marketing in DUsseldorf. | was
introduced to WECQO's CEO in Germany at that time, Mr.
Walter Ebbinghaus. We liked each other immediately,
and he offered me the opportunity of a lifetime. He
asked me to go abroad to establish WECO in Canada. My
wife Eva and | accepted the challenge, and with our first
daughter Catherine, we crossed the ocean by ship and
immigrated to Canada. For all my life, living in Canada
has been my dream.

INn 1981, | started as an employee. And in 2015, my family
became the sole shareholder of all WECO facilities
worldwide. So, from the beginning until today, this
company has been the center of my life. WECO enriched
my family's life and mine with joy, challenges, and
fulfillment. Thisyear | celebrate 40 years with WECO. And
during these years | met thousands of people, learned a
second language that opened many doors for me and
for the company, and had an international experience.
But today | can honestly say that the greatest gift |
received at WECO was my dream of living in Canada
and meeting very diverse people. These people shaped
my view of the world; they made me appreciate its rich
tapestry of humanity.

WECO gave me a purpose in life and deep respect for
everyone | was fortunate enough to meet, work and
break bread with. | thank everyone who helped me
along the way. Greetings to all those who struggled with
me for a better company and a bright future for WECO.



The year of 2021 marks WECO's 100th anniversary. While we are incredibly proud of this achievement
because few companies reach this significant milestone, we are humbled to remain one of the global
leaders in this field of expertise.

It has been an exciting journey, made possible with the support of everyone, our dedicated employees,
our partners, suppliers, and loyal customers. We enter the next 100 years with great pleasure.

To celebrate our anniversary, we will reveal the path taken by our founders, from WECO's humble
beginnings with its first patent to operational excellence and innovative solutions and services. On the
following pages, you will read about the key milestones and facts among WECO's achievements in each
decade.

The campaign’s concept initially aimed to create a commemorative logo to celebrate the 100th
anniversary, highlighting the company's values and trajectory during these years and becoming a visual
reference that connects with employees, partners, and customers.

Next, the 100th Anniversary campaign created a timeline with the pivotal moments and people who
have been part of the company’s history. The initial idea became a historical magazine to perpetuate the
company's history for years to come.

In the commemorative
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WECO's history.

Over the years, with technological revolutions and expanding markets, WECO expanded by building
talented teams and reliable partnerships, in addition to establishing strategically located plants in
Germany, Tunisia, and Canada.

WECO is presently a global company, headquartered in Montreal. Our presence in Asia-Pacific, Europe,
Latin America, North Africa, and North America allows us to reach customers globally and provide
efficient customer service.

Surviving a century was an endeavor WECO took on with perseverance, determination, and teamwork.
We are proud to build high-quality products targeted at our customers on a global basis. Whether these
are off-the-shelf regular products or customized to specific customer requirements, each item leaves
WECO with the same attention to detail, always keeping the customer in mind.

It has been 100 years of implementing solid engineering solutions while collaborating with our customers'
product evolution throughout the century! Accordingly, as a century-old company, we begin another
chapter in our history.

By keeping our focus on our customers' new challenges, with social and environmental responsibility,
our vision for the future is to be the first choice in customized electric connection solutions for industrial
applications worldwide.




OUR MISSION

We are committed to leverage our century of
success and passion by exceeding customer
expectations in creativity, high quality standards
of products and service, and continue building
sustainable long-term partnerships.

We offer expertise, superior agility and
outstanding delivery performance.

OUR VISION

WECO to be the first choice in tailored
electrical connection solutions for industrial
application worldwide.

OUR VALUES

Customer Focus Respect
Leadership Communication
Accountability Empowerment
Team Work Continuous

Improvement



OUR history started in EUROPE but

conqguered the world. WECO was
founded in Hanau, Germany, on the 21 of
Junein1921. Famous for being the Grimm
brothers' birthplace, the publishers of the
well-loved fairy tales, this city is a port on
the right bank of the canalized Main River
at the Kinzig's southeast of Frankfurt.

Since the beginning, people have been
the core of WECO. It started when
two good friends; an engineer and an
accountant combined their talents
to solve a customer's need with their
invention of a patent for jacket clamps.
This early application was the beginning
of success for WECO, an acronym for
our founders' last names, Rudolf Wester
Eugen Ebbinghaus and the word
Company.

Eugen Ebbinghaus: Born 1873, in a small
town in Germany, Eugen Ebbinghauswas
an engineer who started the company
based on his vision for business and
operational excellence. He worked in the
company for more than 41 years and then
transferred the responsibility to his only
child, Dr. Edgar Ebbinghaus in 1962.

Rudolf Wester: Rudolf Wester, an
accountant from Germany, dedicated his
entire life to build WECO as a strong and
financially wealthy company. He retired
from WECO after exceeding his goals.

Since the very beginning of our activities,
our innovative ideas had one common
need: connectivity. The company's
founders Eugen Ebbinghaus and
Rudolf Wester developed, patented,
and manufactured a jacket clamp as
a connecting element for electrical
installations. This innovative idea and the

company's founding have marked the
beginning of a success story.

WECO was the first connector company
to use thermoplastics in the design and
manufacturing of coupling and splicing
connectors. Over the years we have
developed exclusive connector designs
for use in most industries, from switching
and control panels used in power plants
to controls used in  manufacturing,
automotive,and appliances. Our products
are also present in petrochemical process
plants, pharmaceutical, and computer
technology.

In this chapter of WECO's history, you
will learn more about a product that
was essential to the company's initial
activities: lighting. You will know how the
technological journey has evolved until
today, and how the past still inspires us to
bring new ideas to life.

Looking back in time, British inventors
were demonstrating that electric light
was possible with the arc lamp. In 1835,
the first constant electric light was
demonstrated, and for the next 40 years,
scientists around the world worked on
the incandescent lamp up until Thomas
Edison patented the first incandescent
bulb in 1879 and commercialized it a year
later.



1921 - 2021

WECO has made a major contribution to the field of lighting technology
with its junction box terminals. With a patent issued in 1922, these metal
mantle terminals were primarily valuable for securing power cables. The
original design consisted of a ceramic base as an insulator, and screw
terminals attached to the wire conductors. In addition, our proven and
highly reliable design is still in use today.

One of the first display panels with WECO junction box terminals

Over the years, enhanced materials and manufacturing processes
improved the screwterminal. The original ceramicinsulator was replaced
by Bakelite in the 1920s, as it was more impact resistant, then further
improvements were introduced with different plastics as these could be
molded to resist higher temperatures, have improved flammability, be
UV resistant, and meet the most demanding environmental conditions.

Progress in metal forming allowed new innovations, including
connecting terminals in a screw or screwless technology. WECO's screw
terminals have proven reliable and eventually migrated from Thomas
Edison’'s original carbon filament lamp to Neon and fluorescent tubes
and now to LEDs.

WECO currently sells over a million connectors to the lighting industry,
all of which attest to the resilience and reliability of our brand. Our
company is dedicated to Green Energy initiatives, as WECO provides
connectors used in most LED lighting applications. Our connectors are
found in advanced outdoor, roadway, infrastructure, and indoor LED
lighting products WECO is committed to lighting a green future!




1930s

WECO is well known in the marketplace for specializing in the design
and development of innovative electrical connectivity solutions. Our
company provides engineering services and technical assistance,
optimizes processes and products to improve existing technology,
and offers flexibility in business, production, and service solutions to
fulfill our customers' needs.

In the early thirties, WECO was known as ,Wester, Ebbinghaus & Co
Elektrotechnische Fabrik®, with a staff of 10 employees, operating at
Alfred-Delp-Strasse in Hanau, Germany. By that time, it had already
manufactured and distributed 2,000 different products, and was now
focusing on developing new projects. WECO patented a new ,terminal
mantel” connector, a design that proved successful and was accepted
by the power industry and its engineers.

WECO continually improved its connector designs from the 1920 s

and developed new products adapted to higher currents and voltages
that were suitable for larger power consumers.
The new operating principle was a pressure pin
that gripped the conductor in a slotted screw.
The innovative feature of this new blanket
terminal technology was the pressure pin
secured by a screw in such a way that it could
not come loose unintentionally. This was the
original concept behind the ,climbing cage”
still in use today! This design meant that, for
the first time, the products were ideal for use in
highly vibrating applications, a true revolution
thatsignificantly reduced the need for previous
expensive maintenance.

With more than 2,000 products in its portfolio,
the main components were the mantle clamps
and the ceramic insulator. The clamp housings
were made of drawn sheet metal, and the
ceramic elements were used for insulation
between conductors and as base/carrier
insulators. WECO conducted several tests with
different insulators and began using a ,plastic”
material called Wecolit, a proprietary Bakelite
product that had been developed earlier in the

Drawing of a patent specification for
»Screw slot terminal for electrical wires* centu ry-
from 1932




These innovative products became the cornerstone of power
connections. WECO's products improved over the years and are now
incorporated into major power and energy industries. For example,
manufacturers such as Bosch and EBZ use our products for power
distribution and electronic meters.

Renewable energies or ,Green Energy"” have long been a core element
in the strategic orientation of our product portfolio. We offer a wide
range of solutions whose main feature is sustainability in the products’
manufacturing and durability.

WECO is present in almost all segments of the renewable energy
market, from hydroelectric power to solar, wind, geothermal, tidal and
biomass power plants. Our connectors are used in control panels in
heat exchangers and heat pumps, as well as interconnections in EV
chargers. Our goal is to continually lead this ever-growing renewable
energy market with existing and new innovative products and
solutions while expanding our market share.




1940s

The 1940s was probably one of the most important decades of the
last century. The war and the technology that followed changed
people's lives on a massive scale. In that decade, the primary
inventions were the first successful mass-produced turboprop
engines and the world's first fully automatic programmable digital
computer - the ,Z3" computers. As part of a government project,
Konrad Zuse built the Z3, the natural evolution of his original and
rather limited Z1. The Z3 was also the first computer-controlled by
software.

In the same decade, more precisely in 1943, WECO's production
moved from Hanau to Bruchkdbel. Looking back, this decision
proved to be the right choice, as the original production facility
in Hanau was destroyed in 1945 WECO immediately began its
reconstruction: a newer, larger facility to accommodate its growing
workforce, now counting some 90 employees and capable of
meeting the rising market demand. This speaks for WECO's
unwavering entrepreneurial spirit.

Our booth at the Hanover Fair 1951
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In the mid 1940s, WECO managed to start a unique triumphal procession
that resulted in a new patent; a new connector with insulating bodies made
of thermoplastic material. This material allowed the company to offer new
products that were unfeasible with the former insulating bodies made
exclusively of porcelain or bakelite. This improvement to the original terminals
used in the lighting industry was initially coined Lusterklemmen or in French
“lustre” meaning chandelier and was the precursor to the present-day Euro
Style connectors. It made a big impact and was the ,Top-Seller” at the very
first trade show.

The big hit at the Hanover Fair: The ,elastic terminal connector”

WECO entered the automotive market during the time when the automotive
industry began to take over the market with the Volkswagen VW Beetle" - the
first car for the general public, as it was affordable for the average consumer.
With the new patented thermoplastics, WECO worked diligently on solutions
for this new market, and designed a plug coupling used to connect electrical
wires between the vehicle and the trailer. This was the prelude to the use of
plug-in connections capable of withstanding harsh environmental conditions
and strong vibrations. Other products for the transportation and automotive
sectors followed. These products paved the way for WECO's entry into the new
automotive and transportation markets!




WECO founder Eugen Ebbinghaus with his first VW Beetle from 1945

Although they have been enhanced overtime, many ofthe connecting
elements developed at that time are still in use today, and the success
of these proven products has opened up new markets. Ceramic
connectors with mantle terminals found their way into the shipping
industry and are still used in the construction of new container ships
due to their robustness and proven reliability.

WECO's introduction of PCB terminals has expanded to new areas
of application in the automotive industry and in other segments of
the transportation industry. Today, the focus is not only on robustness
and resistance to vibrations, but also on fast and easy assembly and
ease of maintenance. Our plug-in connections, which are sufficiently
robust for use in dump trucks, are equally reliable and used in radio
remote controls for crane systems.

WECO did not rest on its laurels, and patented SMarTconn, with its
floating pin technology. These connectors opened new areas in the
automotive market,and WECO madefurtherinroadswith applications
in automatic transmission - a market segment that represents a
decisive step into the future and which secures our brand.



1950s

The fifties were the
beginning of the Baby Boom,
a period full of optimism,
when life was simple, jobs
were plentiful, and a record
number of babies were
born. Countries experienced
strong economic growth
while consumer demand
fueled the economy. The
Baby Boomtriggeredaboom
in housing, consumption,
and workforce. The industry
began to build and expand
production facilities to meet
theseeminglyunquenchable
demand with investments in
new and modern machinery.

A view of the assembly department around 1946

As product demand increased, factories needed to adapt and
automate their routine and repetitive operations. WECO was not
immune to this same phenomenon. Early on, most production was
labor-intensive, and all operations were manual.

In the early 1950s, new machines and equipment found their way
onto the shop floor, although these were purely mechanical, WECO
automated the cutting process on its new circular lathe. This simple
,porogramming” consisted of several asymmetrical metal control discs
mounted one behind the other. The rotation of the discs-controlled
tool arms, which then produced a finished metal part, thereby
allowing WECO to increase its production.




Semi-automatic assembly machines for the 300 series in 1965

Regardless of the increase in the numlber of machines in the factories, there
was still one worker per machine maintaining it and feeding raw material.
As the amount of equipment increased, technology advanced and allowed
more machines to work on a semi-independent basis. This initial level of
mechanization opened a new market segment for WECO. The main products
manufactured during this period were used for power supply to machines,
power distribution, and assembly lines. The “LuUsterklemme” series introduce
earlier continued to increase in popularity as new variations in plastics and
pole sizes which solidified WECO's position in the factory automation market.
This series was later re-branded as the Series 300 or Euro Style connector.

The manufacturing segment has undergone huge changes since the
beginning of the industrial revolution. Technological improvements have
gone from simple mechanization to computer numerically controlled (CNC)
processes and now to ,cybernetic® machines. Today, large machines can
independently produce thousands of parts according to pre-made programs.
All this could not be achieved unless electrical power was efficiently distributed
to machines, with control panels that enabled communication. WECO's
products keep playing a major role in power distribution and interconnection
of production equipment. Products designed and used in the 1950s are still in
demand and in use today, attesting to the durability of WECO's products.
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In addition to the Euro
Style Series 300, WECO
developed several new
connection  solutions
including the PCB
terminal. Originally
used on printed circuit
boards for machine
control systems, these
connectorswere initially
intended for voltage
distribution, but their
reliability and easy use
made them equally
adaptable for signal
connections.

The fourth industrial revolution (or Industry 4.0), gave birth to the Industrial
Internet of Things (lloT) - increasing connectivity and improving efficiency, all
through data. The need for innovative connection solutions has blossomed
as control panels have shrunk in size, resulting in greater power distribution
over a smaller, densely populated PCB. As more sensors are used to monitor
plant equipment, more signals need to be processed from a single power
control board; the requirement for space-saving solutions becomes even
more essential.

WECO plays a role with its reliable SMD products and patented SMarTconn
connectors where the products can be soldered to both sides of the PCB.
WECO has proven over the decades that its products are user-friendly and
adaptable to the requirements of modern factory automation. Our vision is to
become thefirst choice in tailored electrical connection solutions for industrial
applications worldwide.




WECO is a global company
headquartered in Montreal

Over the years, with technological revolutions and expanding markets, WECO has taken
expansion by building on talented teams, trusted partnerships, and establishing strategically
located factories in Germany, Tunisia, and Canada. Our presence in Asia-Pacific, Europe, Latin
America, North Africa, and North America allows us to reach customers globally and provide
efficient customer service.

Germany
Canada
Tunisia
México
[ ]
Meet our Commercial Team
Marc Villeneuve Detlef Fritsch Amelie Pan
Director Sales & Marketing General Manager General Manager
North America EMEIA Asia Pacific

Yuritzi Cisneros-Peguero Ana Flavia Ronzani Rodrigues
General Manager General Manager
Latin America Brazil

Contact us at info@wecoconnectors.com



China
Hong Kong

Countries WECO has Production Facilities
and Commercial Office

. Countries WECO has Commercial Offices
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1960s

After the huge baby boom in the previous decade, technical developments
in communications turned TVs and phones into basic home items. Their use
expanded on an exponential basis, while the industry started using the first
digital transmission media, such as fax machines and electronic typewriters.

Switchboard operators physically transferred the call from one line to another
using a series of plug-in cables. A power distribution mechanism became
necessary to allow the large switchboards to operate. WECO provided an early
variation for the screw barrier strip. Originally made of Bakelite, the screw
terminals took off as each of these new media was using a basic component
called printed circuit board that enabled the distribution of signals and
electrical power.

WECO junction box terminal of the 2002 series (around 1950)

Communication became another new market for WECO, resulting in the
development of new products designed with PCB terminals. During this
period, WECQO's product line expanded to 15 new connector families, including
the development of a new ,flat” series, later called MINIFFLEX KUPPLUNG or
coupling.

Withanewmarkettoserveandthroughtheexpansionofitsproductline, WECO
increased its workforce by more than 150 employees. The communications
market not only expanded WECO's product line, but also allowed the company
to set up its in-house tool shop, for the purpose of supporting the need to
manufacture production dies and connectors.




A look inside the WECO plastics injection moulding department
around 1970 with the first injection moulding machines

In 1965, WECO invested in its facility; it initially expanded its
current plant and acquired the adjoining property in downtown
Hanau, and then purchased a plastic injection molding
machine, followed by the other four. These were major leaps
toward expanding the product range with new molded plastic
housings and the ability to quickly react to customers' demands,
a first step in WECO's agility. From then on, all PCB terminals
could be manufactured internally, allowing WECO to meet
the growing market demand and turning the company into a
stronger partner for customers in the electronics industry.

Dr. Walter Ebbinghaus, the founder's grandson, managed
the company during this period and played a major role in
expanding WECQO's success for the next 29 years. The fast
economic development was also felt in the payroll sector. The
wage increase not only benefited employees, but also became
the foundation for a consumption-driven, affluent society, which
in turn benefited companies such as WECO.
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To give you an idea of local wages at WECO at those times, check the wages
table and get to know how it compares to your current wages:

YEAR WAGE CATEGORY
1948 DM 110/h for skilled workers
1954 DM 0,75/h for unskilled workers
1969 DM 3,86/h for skilled workers

The technology of WECO's products eventually migrated to new
communication platforms, from POTS (Plain Old Telephone Systems) to
today's cellphones, in which our connectors are used to power cell tower
transmitters and power transmission equipment. The need for connectivity
innovations flourished with new solutions that could save space to maximize
PCB real estate. Surface mount technology (SMT) is not only required to save
space for low current signal connectors, but also for power terminal blocks
to deliver power at a higher current. Today, WECO has a extended line of
SMarTconn connectors to serve this market.



1970s

The 1970s can be coined as the ,decade of expansion® and a significant
step for WECO. Despite some plant expansions, the old factory in
downtown Hanau was no longer adequate to house production and
the increasing staff of 250 employees.

WECO acquired a new site on the outskirts of Hanau in 1971 and began
planning for a larger factory and headquarters. Construction works
began in 1974, and after some drawbacks mainly due to the oil crisis,
WECO finally moved into its new building at Donaustrasse 15 in 1976,
where the factory is still located.

The new plant site in the Hanau industrial area in Germany shortly after completion

During the seventies, production increased to meet the needs of
WECO's customers, and while this was seen as positive, price pressures
caused by wages and salaries nearly five times higher compared to the
last 25 years required WECO to reinvent itself.

WECO's General Manager at that time Dr. Walter Ebbinghaus and
the shareholders developed a new strategy and sought a second
production site. This time Tunisia was the choice given its competitive
cost, proximity, and highly skilled labor force.
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With its new location and increased production capacity, WECO
entered a new market segment consisting of heating, ventilation and
air conditioning, or ,HVAC" systems. To succeed in this market, WECO
designed new products to meet the harsh environmental conditions,
including wide fluctuations in temperature and humidity. To this end,
WECO used special plastic compounds for the housings and selected
engineered surface coatings for the metal components. This new market
contributed to WECO'sdevelopment of several new connection solutions
over the years using its past knowledge and experience, resulting in the
development of a new plug-in connector concept developed with its
unigue geometry and locking parts to resist vibrations. This was the
basis for today's extensive range of PCB terminal blocks.

WECO's product range was
further enhanced during this
period with its portfolio of ,flat"
or tab connectors mounted on a
terminalstrip. Thisnew connector
design increased flexibility in
production for our customers
by allowing modular assembly
where multiple modules could
be easily and quickly ,plugged
in“. These tab connections were
thefirst generation of our current
307 series, as they proved to be
reliable in withstanding vibration
and harsh conditions, thus
becoming the standard in the
HVAC industry and still widely
accepted.

Catalogue page from 1967



The productline evolved toallow multiple connectionson one pole,
so customers could customize the connection between each pole
and multiple outputs, an innovation for WECO's product. Other
connection solutions with tab connectors were implemented
thanks to in-house molding of plastic housings that gave rise to
our 420 and 406/407/408 series, a PVC terminal strip with tabs.

The advantage of plug-in terminal strips with tabs has proven to
be efficient when it comes to maintenance. Here, maintenance
times are reduced as connections can be quickly and safely
disconnected and then safely reconnected once the maintenance
is complete. With an industry standard for tab dimensions, the
risk of a contact becoming loose due to vibrations is reduced to
nearly zero, and since then the HVAC industry relied on WECO
as an ideal and reliable partner for existing products and new
developments.



1980s

For WECQO, the 1980s were boom years. Despite a recession at
the beginning of the decade, the global economy outperformed
in 1988 and grew at a new pace. The plans for a new factory in
Tunisia, initiated in 1978 by our Managing Director, Dr. Walter
Ebbinghaus, became a reality. “Conecta Tunesie® came on
stream in 1981, employing nearly 300 operators. While the
main plant in Germany manufactured components such as
housings, terminal bodies, and stamped parts, the Tunisia unit
was designed for the final assembly of our products.

The company site in Tunisia 1981

The dedication and resilience of WECO's employees became
evident during a major flood at the Tunisia facility in 1983.
Production came to a standstill, yet all employees stood by
WECO and began cleaning and clearing debris, water, and mud
and within 3 weeks the plant resumed production!




WECO Electrical Connectors in Baie d'Urfé 2008

After establishing the plant in Tunisia, it was time to conqguer the
American market. In 1983, WECO founded another company in
the heart of Canada, in Kirkland, Quebec, named ,WECO Electrical
Connectors”. In addition to a production facility, the company set up
its own product development department to support the U.S. and
Canadian markets.

The expansion also began in Europe, with the founding of the first
subsidiary in Switzerland in 1986, which was named ,Conecta Fleurier”.
Here, the first fully automated assembly line produced our 300 series
products.

To continue WECO's expansion plans, top ranked manufacturers
representations were added and with the addition of 20 well-know
agencies around the globe and with its 4 branches in Germany,
Canada, Tunisia and Switzerland, WECO was now a global player for
Terminal Blocks!

With its global reach and new facilities, WECO forged a new market:
White-Goods" or appliances, such as refrigerators, ovens, and
microwaves, when it comes to power connection components.
Our main products at that time were our 300 series, 307 series, and
ceramic connectors. With the introduction of new appliances, WECO
developed new products and added new PCB terminals, thereby
facilitating the assembly and maintenance of the appliances.
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Ceramics played an important
role in power distribution in
large commercial and industrial
furnaces. Proven reliability
over the years makes WECO's
ceramic terminal block the key
choiceamongdesignengineers.

Over the decade, WECO
continued to develop new
variations of its 300 series
terminal blocks and PCB
connectors. With approximately
60 active product variants
in different pitches, screw
connector strips, plug-in
connectors, raised versions, and
angled connectors, WECQO's portfolio of these series is perfectly suited
for any device application, whether used in commercial, industrial or
residential applications.

For WECO, the appliance market is not only targeted at residential
applications; our connectors are also present in commercial ovens, as
previously mentioned, and in commercial refrigerators found in our
grocery stores. From the former open freezers to modern glass door
refrigerators lining the aisles of our supermarkets, WECQO's products can
be found and are used to distribute power using our tabbed and PCB
connectors to connect the temperature control boards. Our products
contributed to improving refrigerators’ energy efficiency and the
customers’ shopping experience. Customers no longer had to dawn a
Jjacket while walking down the aisles in the frozen food section.




While the last decade has seen years of
expansion, WECO has now turned its
focus to the development of terminal
blocks and solutions for a new market
focused on environmentally friendly
products.

Political unrest in the OPEC countries
dramatically exposed the world's high
dependence on oil, and the industry
reacted with alternative solutions for
heating water and homes. Tankless water
heaters emerged, as did high-efficiency
heat pumps. These heaters provided an
efficient way to heat water on demand
and heat pumyps provided a cost-effective
way to extract heat from the outside
temperature to heat homes.

WECO's resilience withstood the global
economic crisis of 1992 and, although
faced with job cuts, it soon recovered, as
did its workforce and its product range,
which grew to 20,000 products, almost
doubling in 30 years.

On April 1, 1993, WECO reached another
milestone in obtaining DIN SO 9001
certification, enabling WECO to supply
larger international companies that

requiredthiscertification asa prerequisite
for being approved as a main supplier.
From WECO's viewpoint, all processes
and procedures were now traceable and
documented in a reproducible way.

A step toward even higher quality
standards. Since then, this certification
has become standard throughout the
WECO group. This new certification again
provided an upswing and an increased
demand for WECO's quality products. As
a result, WECO's workforce grew to nearly
400 employees internationally by the
mMid-1990s.

The fire at Dusseldorf Airport, Germany in 1996

INn 1996, a devastating fire with 17 deaths
at Germany's Dusseldorf airport changed
the way plastics and insulating materials
were handled and used on the world
market. The realization that older plastics
containing halogen can release toxic
substances when ignited poses an
extreme risk to people's health opened
a discussion on the topic of plastics' fire
behavior, resulting in a new standard
labeled ,No Flame" material with stricter
fire safety regulations.

WECO immediately put its housing
materials to the test and produced the
first series with flame retardant and self-
extinguishing plastics to meet these new
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regulations. What emerged at that time from a catastrophe is now an internal
standard and a significant new market for WECO, Fire Protection & Safety.

Our WECO tab connector strips of the series 307/3070

These new plastics found their way into many of WECO's products; our 300 series
terminal strips, 307 and 308 series flat plugs also in our PCB terminals, and our
SMarTconn series. While terminal strips and flat/tab connectors are primarily used
for power supply in tankless water heaters, SMD and THR terminal blocks are found
on the circuit boards used for central control and regulation of these devices, as
well as used in fire and security products.

In parallel with WECO's product expansions, WECO continued to enter new global
markets and established another subsidiary in Brazil. Finally in 1999, \WECO do
Brasil LTDA" was founded, with headquarters in Sao Paulo. With the sales office
there, and a small staff of only 2 people, WECO was able to serve the local market
quickly, and today, WECO do Brasil is an important part of the WECO Group.




2000s

WECO entered the new
century by expanding its
reach in Asia, opening its first
sales office in Hong Kong in
2006 and a second office in
Shenzhen the following year.
This new decade initiated the
beginning of WECO's global
reach. WECO now had more
international reach with its
direct access to the Asian
market.

Once established in Asia,

WECO concentrated on the

emerging markets of South
America and in 2007 moved its office from Sao Paulo to a larger building
in Curitiba, capital of the state of Parana, Brazil. In addition to the sales
offices, there was also a warehouse and, for the first time, the company's
own assembly facilities. The move to Curitiba placed WECO closer to
the industrial center of this region and more capable of meeting the
demands of the Latin American markets.

WECO do Brasil in Curitiba 2007

WECO continued its
expansion in the South
American market adding a
sales office in Tlajomulco de
Zuniga, Mexico in 2009. Since
then, WECO has expanded
its presence in Mexico with
a warehouse and today with
its 5 employees provides
services not only in Mexico,
but also in Central America.

WECO de México in Tlajomulco de Zufliga



Over the decade WECO expanded its range by developing
new products and in 2005 launched the New Product Guide
with around 31 new products focusing mainly on SMD and
THR products, including its first Tape-&-Reel products to serve
high-production assembly lines. WECO patented SMarTconn
products in 2009 and released the first SMarTconn catalog.

The rapid advancementin cities' infrastructures and the desire
for more compact monitoring devices made it necessary to
save space on the circuit boards. This is where WECO's SMD
products began their triumphal progression. As a product
specifically designed for surface mount, WECO's SMarTconn
connectors allowed the PCB layout to be completely
redesigned and eliminating the processing steps to solder
through-hole pins. Printed circuit boards real-estate could be
maximized and used on both sides.

Modern pick & place machines for automatic loading require
trays or tape products. In 2005, WECO included its successful
971-SLK pinhead inits product portfolio as the first Tape-&-Reel
product. Today, WECO's portfolio includes around 40 series of
SMD and THR products in Tape-&-Reel.
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WECO continued to discover
and penetrate new markets by
promoting its proven and reliable
products and established its entry
into the Public Infrastructure
Market. The lighting of buildings
and public places in urban areas
has become increasingly popular
as an architectural element.
When the first LED lighting
systems were used in street and
building lighting in the mid-
2000s, this brought completely new applications and the introduction
of accent lighting creating an inviting atmosphere for people to gather
in city center squares. Floodlights, outdoor luminaires, downlights and
uplights, as well as spotlights required more complex controls and for
the power supply, as well as for the electronics that controlled the LEDs.
WECO's products are ideal for both power distribution and on-board
signal wire connections.

Proven reliability to withstand vibrations has made the WECO product
a natural choice in escalator and elevator controls. Worldwide, WECO
products are an integral part of the cabling systems of major players in
the infrastructure mobility segment.

WECO global expansionswith independent offices did not come without
pain. In 2009, WECO fell on hard times and our company, known as
WECO Wester, Ebbinghaus GmbH & Co. KG was now insolvent and had
no choice but to reinvent itself. The new company WECO Contact CmbH
was established in 2010 and the WECO brand survived with confidence
in its product and loyal customers and employees.




2010s

From its modest beginnings, WECO strove and prospered and, in some
cases, faced challenges. To recover from financial losses, WECO needed
to reinvent itself. It is a company based on the pride and respect of its
employees, and in no way was WECO about to give up. To meet global
competitiveness, WECO needed not only to regain profitability but to
turn into a global entity, becoming ,ONE*“ WECO.

Undertheleadership ofits new CEO, Mr. Heiner Kammann, WECO began
to globalize and unify its subsidiaries. It increased its competitiveness,
centralized business intelligence, unified its independent subsidiaries,
and collaborated with its regional offices. It became ONE WECO, a sales
and engineering company.

The company headquarters in Montreal, Canada

WECO took advantage of economies of scale for raw material
procurement and conducted an expansion project in the Czech
Republic, where our high-volume 302 to 327 series were manufactured
until closing down in 2017. Mr. Kammann established a global
headquarters in Canada, first with a factory on the western tip of
Montreal Island in Baie-D'Urfé, and then moved to Kirkland in 2012,
which became the new global headquarter in 2015.




Mr. Kammann returned WECO to profitability by eliminating
redundancies and aligning it with its established markets and
customers. From this point, Bernard Pinet took over in 2010 and
expanded on Mr. Kammann's vision, creating a solid and engaged
executive team and turning WECO into a customer-centric
organization until his retirement in 2020. Now, Mr. Michel Alary takes
over the role and continues to move forward with our new vision and
mission. Collaboration in all facets of the company is now evident
and we are now a truly global organization.

The tab distribution blocks of the 308 series

The new production plant in Tunisia since 2020

Improvements in manufacturing
resulted in consolidating the
factories in three facilities: Hanau,
Canada and Tunisia, which
relocated to a new and larger
premise ready for future growth.



WECO not only created a customer-oriented organization, but
also expanded its product range by acquiring the tooling and
production machinery from the German company Metalluk
in 2017 to produce a multi-tab connector and integrated the
products into its own portfolio, branding it as our Series 308.
This line of multi-tab connectors allowed WECO to increase its
penetration into the automotive/transportation market as the
product is geared to motorhomes for power distribution. This
market has grown significantly in the past few years as more
consumers are reverting to an easier life with camping in their
new Mmotorhomes — a positive effect from the current pandemic
situation.

Further advances were made in the automotive market with
WECO developing a tailored solution using a pin header based
on our patented floating pin technology, which is used as a
connection between the transmission and control box in new
SUV models. It took nearly 2 years of intensive engineering work
with the first samples leaving Hanau in 2019 and this year a fully
automated production process was brought online to support
the customers’ needs.

Security in public and private places became a normal way of
life. Monitoring the flow of people through metro and public
transportation networks has generated BIG DATA that helps
cities efficiently manage their

infrastructure safely and securely.

Interconnecting a myriad of devices

requires reliable and easy-to-install

connectors in the field; here the

WECO 950-NLFL and 971-SLR-

SMD series are in high demand,

specifically in devices such as smoke

detectors, emergency lighting, and

alarm control centers.
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WECO's competitive edges found their way into many new and modern
building projects worldwide, such as, for example, the Vodafone office
in Portugal, which integrates Fire and Security Systems that include
WECO connectors.

With a hundred years of existence, WECO is built on the dedication and
responsiveness of its teams of employees, each of whom contributes to
the family on a daily basis. Proof of this dedication, and one that has
made WECO proud, is the longevity of its employees. Even if it would
still take another three years until WECO's true centennial, a centennial
could have already been celebrated in Septemlber of 2018. Two brothers,
who punched their first timecard in September 1968, celebrated their
50 years of service to the company that year. WECO honored the two
jubilarians with a celebration.




We, the employees, are the ,WE"Iin WECO. WE all contribute to the success
and WE are the pulse of the company.

For that, everyone at WECO appreciates your dedication and your work. It
is with great pride that WECO thanks you for being part of this journey, a
journey that will continue into the next century.

Long lifetime - this does not only apply to connection products from WECO

WECO's pride and longevity is undeniable in its products and the
people who design and assemble them. This was evident when a poster
advertising our products at our first exhibition in Hannover in 1954
appeared on eBay 63 years later in near perfect condition! It was sold in
2017, but unfortunately, WECO was not aware of it and it was too late to
buy it. Its new owner is certainly displaying it with pride.

Just like the poster, WECO prides itself on having the best employees
building the best products and gearing up for the next century.




WECO Shenzhen

WECO Brazil

WECO México

Party around the world

WECO Canada

WECO Tunisia

WECO Brazil

WECO Germany

WECO México

WECO Hong Kong

WECO Germany

WECO Canada
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